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E AST R AMAPO ’ S A NNUAL C OLOR F UN R UN
Family Resource Center, in
keeping with our Districts
initiatives for a healthy, safe
and supportive environment, hosted our second
annual “Color Fun Run”.
The Color Run is a unique
color race that celebrates
health, happiness and family
activity.
Participants started out in
clean white t-shirts, and
finish covered in multicolored powder.
Once registered, students
were given colored bracelets that gave them clearance to participate. This is
like no other race. Participants are not rated on their
speed or the finish line. The
goal is to get some physical
activity and have FUN!!
Parents and students alike
participated in the run.

We had vendors on board to
distribute community resources such as health information, blood pressure screenings and health insurance. Girl
scouts were on hand for signups and Finkelstein Library
provided information and
crafts. Family Resource Coordinators also distributed community resources and assisted
families with school lunch applications. Of course, water
and healthy snacks were available.
The word got out!! We had
close to 800 people in attendance.
Wow!!Check out
our pictures and
join us next year!
-Joanne Silas, Central Administration

W HAT IS A FAMILY RESOURCE CENTER

ERCSD F AMILY R ESOURCE
C OORDINATORS

Joanne Silas
Central Administration
jsilas@ercsd.org
Julie Ennis
Grandview & Lime Kiln
jennis@ercsd.org
Kristen Ford-Stevens
Pomona MS
kstevens@ercsd.org
Mariela Gutenberger
Chestnut Ridge MS
mgutenberger@ercsd.org
Jacqueline Iaria
Spring Valley HS
jiaria@ercsd.org
Devika Jagnanan
Margetts & Elmwood
djagnanan@ercsd.org
Alicia Matias-Grampus
Summit Park & Kakiat
Agrampus@ercsd.org
Frances Pizarro
Ramapo HS
fpizarro@ercsd.org

We are YOUR FRIENDS IN SCHOOL. We are committed to making your experience in the
East Ramapo School District an excellent resource to further your commitment to learning and
growing.

Peggy Sall
Fleetwood & Eldorado
psall@ercsd.org

What is our goal and commitment to you?

Ana Vila
ECC & Hempstead
avila@ercsd.org

•

Create a safe environment for parents and children to ask for the help needed.

•

Create programs that build up the community and expand the knowledge base.

•

Provide information on all social services; for example, job placement, child care, heath insurance, ESL classes and more...

Dr. Elizabeth Cohen
Supvr. of Case Management

Stay up to date, join the FRC Facebook Page @ www.facebook.com/ERCSDFRC
Editor & Chief: Kristen Ford-Stevens, FRC of Pomona Middle School
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T HE E ARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER
1st Annual Fall Harvest Festival
Hosted by: Principal, Jacqueline Polanco-Fernandez and Family Resource Coordinator, Ana Vila
It was a warm, sunny morning on Friday, October 6th - perfect weather to celebrate the 1st Annual Fall Harvest
Festival. Our ECC students had a fantastic time visiting the two tasting stations, set-up and beautifully decorated by
our parent volunteers. First, students were able to select and taste either Granny Smith or Macintosh apples.
Next, they were each given a sample of apple cider. For many, this was the first time they had ever tasted the
popular fall beverage. Each class handpicked a basketball-size pumpkin to bring back to their classroom. They also
chose various items, including hay, ribbon, paper bags and a pair of overalls to create their own unique scarecrow
mascot for their classroom. The fall weather and colors provided a perfect motivation for teachers to explain the
process of photosynthesis. Students sat together on the grass under the warm sun to learn more about fall and all of
its wonders. They celebrated the changing of the season and their imaginations came alive when they created their
special scarecrow. By the end of the day, children were paraded through the hallway to view the different scarecrows sitting outside of each classroom. The scarecrows, ready to greet
visitors, included a chef, 2 Minions, a Mouseketeer, Superman, a cowboy, and even a scarecrow reading about himself in the Lonely Scarecrow book! Their costumes
included an apron, a “Día de los Muertos” mask, a baseball cap, overalls, rain boots, and even
an ECC STAR sweatshirt. These wonderfully unique scarecrows are a must-see for all and the Fall
Festival is, by far, the most enjoyable Fall activity the ECC has ever hosted.
Many thanks to the ECC staff and parent volunteers for making this event a huge success!
—Ana Vila, FRC

SUMMIT PARK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Summit Park Tea with the Principal
On Tuesday Oct 24th, Summit Park Elementary School had its first “Tea with the Principal“ event. Approximately 50 parents
attended to enjoy an arrangement of snacks, beverages and conversation amongst themselves. Principal Kim A. Hewlett gave a
vocal presentation on “Increased Parental Involvement for 2017-18 School Year”. Parents also received
handouts on school procedures and general information. The last session was opened up to a Q&A between parents and Mrs. Hewlett.
After the “Tea with the Principal“, parents were treated to the annual “Book Character” parade where the students marched through the hallways in their costumes. Alicia Matias-Grampus, FRC

GRANDVIEW ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
What’s Happening at Grandview…
Grandview got off to a great start this year with our scholastic book fair and fall dance. On December 7th we will be hosting our
Family Holiday Night, we invite all families to come out and join us for crafts, refreshments and fun holiday festivities. Grandview will also be having a math night on Jan. 11th. We would like to thank all of our parents and students who came out on Saturday, October 28th for our garden clean-up. Everyone worked very hard and did a super job to help our garden look as beautiful as it ever has!! -Julie Ennis, FRC
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ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Falcons are soaring high! Fleetwood students are working hard and getting into their daily routines. Learning starts
from the time we leave our home and get on the bus. Our students are participating on a Fantastic Bus Race to monitor and improve their behavior on the bus. Fleetwood students, bus drivers and Fleetwood staff, have agreed to make a
commitment to assure that safety comes first. Every day the bus drivers communicate to staff about the students’ behavior on the bus. We use a color system to record the progress of the students on each bus. The color red is for “worst
behavior” and green is for “best behavior”. This is an easy visual method for the students to monitor their progress and
encourage each other as a team to win the race. In addition, every student has participated in a Bus Drill and Bus Safety
Assembly to ensure the safety on the school buses.
There have been several PTA sponsored events so far 115 students attended the Monster Mash Dance in October
each left with crafts, activities & treats along with a teddy bear that they can customize. Parents, teachers and volunteers helped to make this an awesome
event. Our students participated in a Multi-Cultural Assembly in November. This assembly allowed our students to learn about various cultures,
differences and similarities. Our last event in November was our Fall Festival where each class studied the connection to the fall and harvest. To help
build school culture and family involvement each class selected different crafts like fall themed bookmarks, basket ornaments, sun catchers and more.
Some of our families joined in on the fall celebration to make this even more eventful. We are so appreciative of our wonderful PTA and parent volunteers. PTA is hoping to have assemblies once a month or every other month.
Our Physical Education Department, lead by Coach Zweig and Coach Callahan is committed to our students’ well being using the SPARK curriculum. It
is designed to “involve all children, increase activity, incorporate social skills and increase both health and skill related development”. Our Wellness Program, with the help of our wellness team, continues to increase awareness of health related topics such as, nutrition, physical fitness and social skills.
Coach Zweig, our Wellness Program leader states that “every skill and topic that we go over in school should be emphasized at home as well, to ensure
that we create a healthy environment at school so that the students can have a healthy life”. -Peggy Sall, FRC

M ARGETTS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Catch up on the news…
Margetts cubs are gearing up for an exciting year. We have a newly established PTA board and many new members with wonderful events
planned for this upcoming year. Our music teacher Ms. Marrero will be starting her morning chorus group in November, so be on the
lookout for future performances and events.
Also, Breakfast with the Principal will be hosted on Tuesday, November 14 and Tuesday, December 19 to discuss Title 1 services and your
Family Resource Center.. See you there.—Devika Jagnanan, FRC

E LDORADO

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Here at Eldorado we are all about getting our Jaguars in physical and mental shape!
Girls on the Run is up and running at Eldorado with 15 extraordinary sixth grade girls that meet every Tuesday and Wednesday after school. The program
teaches leadership and character building. The program also prepares the girls to run a 5K race, thanks to the efforts of team leader Daphne Momperousse,
who made it possible for our girls to participate in GOTR. Our coaches, Dr. Jenny Slomiany, Valerie Foster, Sheryl Griffin, and Volunteer Kate Muldowney, have committed to leading our girls for their upcoming 5K at 10:30 a.m. on Saturday, November 18, 2017 at Rockland Lake State Park. All of the
girls are provided with GOTR T-shirts, a work book, and water bottles. You can visit https://www.girlsontherunhv.org/ for more information
Our Physical Education Department is working with the SPARK Program. According to SPARK, “Healthy Students are Better Learners”. Our Wellness Team led by Coach Zeccardi is working with Rockland Department of Health towards the Healthier US School
Challenge (HUSSC). The Wellness Team will be recognizing excellence in smarter lunchrooms, nutrition and physical activity.
In addition, our PhysEd department has partnered with AAA to run a Safety Patrol Program. 14 sixth grade students have been chosen
to monitor the morning and afternoon arrival and departure of students in the hallway and at the bus dock. This program is excellent. It
provides leadership skills and the social aspect of peer team work. I caught up with Madyson Glab one of our Safety Patrollers and she
said being a Safety Patroller allows her to “use her loud voice and not be so timid and shy”.
During the week of October 23, 2017 to October 27, 2017 Eldorado students participated in National Red
Ribbon Week. RCADD-Rockland Council on Alcoholism & Other Drug Dependence, Inc. teamed up with Family Resource to
raise awareness on the dangers of drugs and alcohol. The kids pledged and signed their commitment to being drug free and to
resist negative peer pressure. Thanks to Margarita Santana-Prevention Program Coordinator, our parents were able to enjoy a
hot buffet dinner and spend time with their family. The response was great and our teachers were on deck to making this a very
special night for the Eldorado families.
Last but not least a special thank you to our ENL teachers Mrs. Mercado, Mrs. Lajara and Mrs. Villainos who committed to helping out the victims of Hurricane Maria in October. The Police Hispanic Society helped send all the donations collected to Puerto
Rico. We hope to do another collection soon. Thank you to all the families, especially the Estrada family for giving so generously. -Peggy Sall, FRC
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ELMWOOD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
There has been lots of excitement over the new student development programs that have been introduced to
Elmwood this year. We are proud to have Student Council, where each class has a representative and 6th
graders serve as elected Chairmen. Students are developing their voice, and are learning to work in partnership with each other, staff, and the principal.
We also hosted our International Night on October 26th. Families were invited to partake in a potluck dinner
while they enjoyed a performance from Maya Joshi Hollywood Dance Academy. Students dressed up in the
style of their favorite country and had a great time dancing. We look forward to next year’s
spread and performance.
Looking ahead, Elmwood is ecstatic to have Girl Scouts back with us starting November
14th. Also, our Talent Show will be on Thursday, December 21 at 6:30PM. We have 12
acts and over 40 students participating. We look forward to seeing you there!—Devika
Jagnanan, FRC

S TEAM AT K AKIAT ELEMENTARY SCHOOOL
Kakiat STEAM Academy Winter Wonderland Dance
On November 4th, Kakiat’s STEAM Academy cafeteria was decorated like a wonderland of gold and white for the seventh and eighth graders first fall dance. Approximately one hundred students were in attendance for a fun-filled event.
Students enjoyed food, beverages, music, dancing, challenges, and prizes. PTA hosted the male and female “best dancer”
contest. Our female student winner was Thatiana Pierre and our male student winner was Ryan Bulluck. At the conclusion of the dance, the Family Resource Center gave away five prizes to students who found raffle tickets under their
seat. -Alicia Matias-Grampus, FRC

H EMPSTEAD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Hempstead’s “Breakfast with the Principal”
"WHEN" ????? Wednesday Oct. 18, 2017, parents were invited to Hempstead Elementary School for
“Breakfast with the Principal”. Principal Hazel Ortiz welcomed everyone and introduced the presenters for the session. She explained the purpose of the meeting and how it would give parents helpful
ideas to promote school success, parent involvement and effective parenting. Parents took part in an
interactive bilingual workshop. ”How I Support My Child at Home” was facilitated by ENL teachers,
Mrs. Ramirez and Mrs. Godfrey. The teachers explained about key communication questions, how to
build their child’s language and available free resources. Next, they took part in a nutrition workshop
facilitated by ESNY’s Sonia McGowan. During “Rethink your Drink”, parents were able to see the
amounts of sugar in many of their child’s favorite drinks and learn about alternative healthy snacking.
Parents were given the opportunity to sign up for free upcoming food and nutrition workshops.
Lastly, they met with the PTA president and were encouraged to sign up as PTA volunteers. All in all, it was a healthy-packed morning! Ana Vila, FRC
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T HE A MERICAN C OLLEGE P REP A CADEMY AT L IME K ILN
The American College Prep. Academy at Lime Kiln will be hosting their Holiday Dinner for our families in need on Dec. 14th.
They will also be having their Winter White Assembly on Dec. 22nd. We are looking forward to our school wide reading of Wonder - by
R.J. Palacio. Thank you to all the students, parents, and staff who supported our fall scholastic book fair - it was a great success and helped
to get books into the hands of many of our students. Keep your eyes open for our next book fair coming this winter! Julie Ennis, FRC

P OMONA MIDDLE SCHOOL
It was a pleasure as Principal Alfonso and the staff welcomed our returning 8th graders and new 7th graders to Pomona Middle School. The students came in energized and ready to learn. The Family Resource
Center kicked off it’s year with our Annual Community Fair where we invited several of our community
partners to inform and educate the Pomona Middle School community on the services and resources they
provide. Thank you to all who were in attendance.
This year we hosted the our annual Thanksgiving Dinner distribution at Pomona Middle School. We were
once again very fortunate, for the 3rd year in a row to have the Spring Valley Fire Department provide
their resources to transport the meals from Valley Cottage to PMS. We thank Soup Angels for their generosity in providing 750 meals to our community. With the help of our staff, students and Wellcore we
were able to pack and distribute two meals to each Pomona student to enjoy at home for dinner.
Thank you to Mrs. Vanderhoeff for having Keep Rockland Beautiful come
to Pomona as a service project for the students. The students cleaned up
around the Pomona grounds. It was a wonderful opportunity for the students to give back.

It has been my extreme pleasure to have the Dream Project and the STEP program(Mad Science
& TrajectUp) offered at Pomona Middle School as after school programs. The programs are
available to all students for free on Monday & Wednesday. If interested, please see Mrs. FordStevens in Guidance.
Wishing you all a Happy Holiday!—Kristen Ford-Stevens, FRC

C HESTNUT RIDGE MIDDLE SCHOOL
Welcome Back Cougars to another wonderful learning year here at Chestnut Ridge Middle School. We
are now called a International Baccalaureate Campus and are committed to its way of teaching and learning
in ALL of our school building. We have a wonderful, brand new Interim Principal named Holly ZuberBanks who has given a beautiful facelift to our school and we applaud her in all her efforts along with our
returning Assistant Principals Laura Dobson and Madeline Paneto. We are RISING UP with our weekly
student & community assemblies and have had our very first Convocation as a pep rally to boost student
engagement and show pockets of great practices to our staff! Our program consisted of chorus music conducted by our music teacher Mr. Duque of "This Little Light of Mine" and words of inspiration by our
superintendent, Dr. Wortham. Our International Baccalaureate Coordinator Ms. Grant presented a powerful presentation on how we're committed to developing the whole child,
intellectually, socially and emotionally in a challenging manner.
We've kicked off our Fall sports of soccer, swim, volleyball, and football with their season ending at 4-2!! YES!! Now we continue with
our winter sports! We have exciting family and community engagement events such as "Lunch & Learn", Principal's Parent Circle, Principal & Parent Dinner Discussions with lots of participation and success. Our students are engaged in our After-school Clubs & Programs,
Math Nights, School Dances, and Dress for Success Social & Sundae's
as we listen to our strong side and make it powerful! Happy Holidays
Chestnut! -Mariela Gutenberger, FRC
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SPRING VALLEY H IGH SCHOOL
My Brother’s Keeper Mentoring Program @ SVHS
The East Ramapo Central School District received a grant from New York State to fund the My
Brother’s Keeper Challenge. The Challenge grant focuses on two out of six goals that are especially pertinent to high schoolers: college and career readiness and restorative practices. This
year Spring Valley High School will begin incorporating the use of mentors, both student and
adult, to improve student achievement in conjunction with field trips to college campuses.
On November 14, 2017, we kicked off our Community Mentoring Program. The GoodNews
Mentoring group will partner with SVHS to conduct one on one mentoring on college and
career explorations.
At our kickoff, we had our student mentors discussing navigating through high school and building
successful relationships with caring adults. Our program runs from 2:00pn-4:00pm and 7:008:30pm on the following dates; November 29, December 6 &20, January 10 &24, February 7 &
28, March 7 & 21, April 11& 25, May 9 & 30. We are still looking for devoted, caring adults who
would be interested in mentoring our students. Please contact me if you are interested.—Jackie Iaria, FRC

V ENDOR A PPRECIATION B REAKFAST
For the second year, we celebrated our partnerships with our community partners by hosting a Vendor Appreciation Breakfast at the end of
the 2016-2017 school year. This is a time for us, the Family Resource Coordinators of East Ramapo Central School District to say, “THANK
YOU” for partnering with us and providing quality information and services to our community of families. We can’t wait to celebrate again
this year!

H APPY H OLIDAYS

T HINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW
Resources

Information/Classes

Health Insurance

ESL Classes

Need help with health insurance, call NY State of Health
at 1-855-355-5777

Rockland BOCES FREE ESL
CLASS—21 years and older no
high school diploma. Textbook
additional cost.
Call, (845) 348-3500

As we move forward into 2018, we would like to wish you all a
Happy Holidays! It has been our pleasure to be a part of your
lives. We look forward to continuing working with the ERCSD
families and bringing more valuable resources and fun filled
events!
Happy Holidays,

ERCSD Family Resource Coordinators

Eye Glasses
Does your child struggle to
see and you have NO HEALTH
INSURANCE, please see your
Family Resource Coordinator
at your child’s school for information.

______________
Want FREE help with your citizenship application from an accredited representative? Do you qualify for a fee waiver?
Office of New Americans
Call, (845) 826-5022

